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  Medium 
 

“The medium is the message.” 

Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media 
 

“The medium is the message” was coined by the Canadian communication 

theorist, Marshall McLuhan, and is the title of the first chapter in his 

Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man, published in 1964. He 

suggests that the way in which we send and receive information might be 

more important than the information itself. It could be argued that in the 

digital age, with the extensive use of social media, this is even more true 

than it was in the era when the printed word was the medium of choice.  

 Thinking about another medium of communication, the American 

humourist, Goodman Ace, wrote this to Groucho Marx about the use of 

television in the US: “TV – a clever contraction derived from the words 

‘Terrible Vaudeville’ … we call it a medium because nothing’s well done.” 

This takes me to another slant on “medium”. The English novelist 

and diarist, Fanny Burney, wrote in Camilla in 1796: 
 

There is nothing on the face of the earth so insipid as a medium. Give me love or 

hate! a friend that will go to jail for me, or an enemy that will run me through …  
 

Here is “medium” which implies an insipid nothingness, indecision, 

failure to stand up for principles, never taking sides. This isn’t a desire to 

push people to extremism. God knows, the world has been bedevilled by 

extremists too often. But I do get from this a suggestion that wooliness, 

never taking a principled position on anything, is more prevalent than it 

might be. If no one was to take a stance against injustice, gender 

inequality, racial prejudice, and a host of other societal ills, would anything 

change? If “medium” implies doing nothing, is that the place to be? 

 In the Bible’s Book of Revelation, John the Divine communicates this 

warning from God to the people of the early Church at Laodicea: 
 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 

were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – 

neither hot nor cold – then I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 
 

Wow! Am I too lukewarm? Could it be that I need to be less “medium” 

than I am, and take a stance on important social issues more than I do?  
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, if I am “lukewarm” for you, challenge me to be bolder in my commitment.  Amen 
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