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Reasons  
 

“I am a camera with its shutter open, quite passive, recording, not thinking.” 
Christopher Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin (1939) 

 

If the 20th century Anglo-American writer, Christopher Isherwood, assesses 

his own life in such a fashion, might he also be giving useful advice to the 

rest of us? While it is right that we absorb knowledge and encounters with 

a sense of purpose, and use what we find for some definitive end, is it not 

possible to accept the experiences of life simply for their own sake? Why 

shouldn’t we be “a camera with its shutter open”, passive, recording, 

without having to think, analyse and look for a productive outcome, 

especially this week, when we are bombarded with images, words, 

explanations and insights following the death of Queen Elizabeth?  

Søren Kierkegaard, the 19th century Danish Christian philosopher 

and theologian, wrote this in Either/Or in 1843:    
 

Ask whatever questions you please, but do not ask me for reasons … I generally 

have so many reasons, and most often such mutually contradictory reasons, that 

for this reason it is impossible for me to give reasons. There seems to be 

something wrong with cause and effect also … they do not rightly hang together.  
 

 That speaks to me of the need for valuing awareness for its own 

sake, and not always looking for reasons, purpose or explanations. Might 

it be, as Kierkegaard’s contemporary, Letitia Landon, suggests, that 

“reasons are unmarketable commodities”? 

Our desire to find meaning in everything, and to seek reasons for 

every facet of life, might actually deprive us of awareness of the mystery 

and wonder of the moment. Reasons might, indeed, be unremarkable – 

and ultimately unfulfilling – commodities.  

Shakespeare has Bassanio say this in The Merchant of Venice: 
 

His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two bushels of chaff; you shall seek 

all day ere you find them; and when you have them, they are not worth the search. 
 

 I’m not saying that we shouldn’t be involved with a search for 

meaning, purpose and fulfilment in life. But I am saying that, sometimes, 

reasons aren’t really worth the search, when awareness, being the camera 

with its shutter open, that takes everything in, could be enough for now.  
 

A prayer for today 

Awareness – of a presence and a love … That’s enough for today. Amen 
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