
13th September 2022 
 

Compromise  
 

“I think it is better, as it is a family-affair,  
to stand for the chance of a compromise” 

Lord Mansfield, Strong v Cummin (1758) 
 

The term kompromat is short for “compromising material”, damaging 

information that can be collected, stored, traded and used to manipulate 

people. Such information may be used to create negative publicity in the 

worlds of politics and commerce, as well as for blackmail and extortion. 

It’s a common term in the world of espionage and counter-espionage, and 

is a familiar in the politics of Russia and other post-Soviet states.  

 Beyond political intrigue, the idea of compromise, in the sense of 

affecting a conciliation, has many better connotations. I don’t know what 

“family-affair” Messers Strong and Cummin were involved with that took 

them to court in 1758 before Lord Mansfield, but it’s clear that the eminent 

judge, as quoted above, saw compromise as a better way forward than 

continued conflict. Similarly, Barack Obama, in a piece headed “The 

Candidate” in The New Yorker in 2004, said this about the art of politics: 
 

A good compromise, a good piece of legislation, is like a good sentence; or piece 

of music. Everybody can recognize it. They say, "Huh. It works. It makes sense." 
 

Compromise, therefore, is often the best way forward. And is it not 

better than continued confrontation? 

 But there’s another aspect of compromise that’s worth considering. 

While the Russian kompromat  is the manipulation of other people for 

political ends, do we not, sadly, find ourselves sometimes choosing to 

compromise for our own ends: backing down on a principle because it’s 

unpopular; giving up on our integrity to gain an advantage; being 

dishonest to get ourselves out of a hole? Recognise any of these?  

Anita Roddick, founder of The Body Shop, wrote in Body and Soul: 
 

We will compromise on almost anything, but not on our values, 

or our aesthetics, or our idealism, or our sense of curiosity. 
 

So, let’s hold to the positive rather than the negative side of compromise. 

After all, as Obama recognises, “Huh! It works. It makes sense.” 
 

A prayer for today 
Lord, if I compromise today, let it be for good purposes: to avoid conflict; 

to give someone else a chance; to enhance cooperation. Amen 
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