
19th August 2022 
 

You 
 

“Every time you open your wardrobe, you look at your clothes  
and you wonder what you are going to wear.  

What you are really saying is ‘Who am I going to be today?” 
Fay Weldon, The New Yorker (1995) 

 

Following my reflection yesterday on a piece of writing from Salman 

Rushdie, I went back to a poem I wrote some years ago for my book of 

contemporary parables, A Blessing to Follow. (See www.ionabooks.com). 

It concludes a short story entitled Sceptical, where a vicar, new to a parish, 

is visiting an elderly parishioner who has a fiery reputation. The story 

centres round the tension of their first meeting in the elderly lady’s home, 

as they try to find out what each of them is really like – with lots of 

scepticism! Thankfully, the story has a happy ending, with each of them 

discovering that they actually like the person they’re getting to know.  

 It’s a situation I’ve often been in as a minister. In one way or another, 

I expect it’s a circumstance you’re all familiar with too. Alongside the “Who 

am I?” question, there is “Who are you?” If you’re not just the clothes you 

wear, or your reputation, or the job you do, or the house you live it, “Who 

are you?” really, and how can that be understood by other people?  

 The poem with my story is The Gift. Facing the “Who am I?” and 

“Who are you?” questions, we can have the gift of discovering the answers. 
 

The gift 
 

You may not know me, but I have something to share … 

You may not like me, but I have something so rare … 

You may not want me, but I have something that’s new … 

You may not need me, but I have something for you. 
 

For when you know me, you’ll find there’s something to share … 

And when you like me, you’ll find there’s something so rare … 

And when you want me, you’ll find there’s something that’s new … 

And when you need me, you’ll find this something’s for you. 
 

So, now you know me, you’ll feel the living I share … 

And when you like me, you’ll find compassion so rare … 

And if you want me, you’ll know commitment that’s new… 

For, now you know me, I’ll give my loving to you. 
  

A prayer for today 

“Just as I am …”? Just as you are. Just as we learn to love one another. Amen 
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