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Change 
 

“If you get typecast, it’s up to you to break that.” 
Nastassja Kinski, Entertainment Weekly (1994) 

 

The issue of being typecast must surely be around for the casts of long-

running Radio and TV Soaps. I was fascinated by a recent newspaper 

profile of Soap-stars, who’ve been in Coronation Street, The Archers, 

Emmerdale and Eastenders for several decades and, in one case, for close 

on fifty years. The characters they play will have changed over the years, 

and plot-lines will have kept them, and the listening and viewing public, 

interested in their roles. They are fortunate. But there are many actors and 

actresses who, like Nastassja Kinski in the quote above, take a different 

view, who fear that they may become over-identified with one character, 

or personality, or attitude, which may stultify their acting career. 

In The Acts of the Apostles which outlines the post-Pentecost, early 

beginnings of the Christian Church, there’s a principal character who was 

in danger of being typecast. His name was Saul of Tarsus. He watched with 

an approving eye the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. He set 

out to destroy the Church, dragging men and women off to imprisonment. 

He “breathed murderous threats” against the disciples. He sought letters 

of authority to search in Damascus for those “who belonged to The Way” 

and have them arrested. Typecast as a destroyer of the Church. Typecast 

as a suppressor of The Way. Typecast as anti-Christian …       

“It’s up to you to break that,” Nastassja Kinski suggests. But for Saul 

it needed a dramatic change. God intervening? The story tells us that. Or 

Saul coming to his senses – “It’s up to me to break this,” kind of thing? It 

could be that too. But however we look at it, there was a moment of 

revelation on the Damascus road, when Saul of Tarsus faced up to the 

need to change, and the role of Paul the evangelist was embarked upon. 

There is no need for us to be typecast in the dramas of our living, to 

act the same part over and over again, with no possibility of being 

anything or anyone else. We can break that, find a new script, take on a 

different part, for a better and a fuller life. Typecast? Not if you recognise 

that it can be different. We can all change. Ask Saul of Tarsus about that. 
 

A prayer for today 

Change me, Lord, or help me to change myself for you. Amen 
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