
Today’s Bible reading 
Luke 11: 1-13 (“Perseverance in Prayer”) 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 
to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, ‘When 
you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. 
   Your kingdom come.  
   Give us each day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our sins, 
     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of 
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” And he answers from 
within, “Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell you, even though he 
will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his 
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’

Today’s hymns 
Give thanks with a grateful heart (CH:180) 

My song is Love unknown (CH:399) 
I know a risen Saviour (He lives) (on screen or sheet) 

We will walk with God, my brothers (CH:803, sung twice)  
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When Bible scholars try to describe what the gospel of Luke is all about, they 
frequently note that the writer has a real passion for being close to God. 
Luke is not that concerned with deep theology of the kind that academics 

can mull over day after day like a hermit in a windswept cave. (And if that’s what 
you really, really want, give the gospel of John a shot.) No, Luke is not that kind of a 
writer at all, because he is much more the practical helper of those ordinary readers 
who crave a vibrant relationship with their loving heavenly Father.
How appropriate, then, that the gospel of Luke takes very seriously the importance 
of prayer being suffused into the fabric of everyday living. And in a similar kind of 
way, the book also emphasises the importance of God’s Holy Spirit in the lives of 
Christians. We might say that going by Luke’s way of thinking prayer brings us near 
to God, while the Holy Spirit brings God near to us.
Our reading today starts with the most precious of all prayers of the Church. There 
are lots of versions of it and it goes by a variety of names. But for us it is and always 
will be “The Lord’s Prayer”. Why that title? Well, as we see in our reading, this is a 
direct response to the disciples seeking guidance on how they should speak to God: 
“Lord,” they say to Jesus, “teach us to pray …”. And so he does.
The prayer which the Lord points them to is both astonishingly short and very 
much to the point. It doesn’t need lots of complicated ideas or hard words. It is 
easily remembered, even for those of us who learned it as infants in church, or who 
had it drummed into us in Primary 1 first thing each morning many, many years 
ago. As a prayer it really is a gift because it cuts straight through to all that matters.
Most of The Lord’s Prayer mirrors older Jewish prayers which  had gone before, but 
there are some important differences which are worth recognising. First of all, the 
word “Father” isn’t really “Father” at all. Traditionally the Jewish faith had 
employed the high, formal notion of “Father” to describe God, but this brought with 
it a sense of authority - like someone stern who demanded obedience. Luke shows 
us that Jesus brings in a totally new way of coming to God. The word he uses is 
“Abba”, meaning “Daddy” in all its intimacy and warmth. This astonishing name 
helps to draw us close to the God of all the universe who is also our heavenly Dad.
But beware! There is a balance to be struck here and that balance is found in the 
very next phrase: “hallowed be your name.” The name of God may be Daddy, but 
God is truly The Holy One of eternity and infinity, Maker of all that is, a divine 
mystery beyond our feeble grasp and our limited imaginings. He is to be 
worshipped and praised in closeness, but also in awe and wonder.
And so Luke (along with Matthew) brings to us the central prayer of our faith 
which, even today, helps to unite Christians of different places and cultures. But 
Luke’s concern for prayer actually goes far wider and far deeper - all the way from 
the first chapter to the very last - showing prayer to be a central aspect of our living 
near to God. Jesus is presented as our model for leading a prayer-filled life. Just look 
for yourself and you will see all the many and varied occasions for prayer scattered 
right across Luke’s gospel. Jesus prays at his Baptism, at points when life gets busy, 
at dead of night, and so on. Prayer is simply part of who he is and what he does.
Of course, prayer features in the other gospels too, but in Luke’s writing it seems 
that prayer is intentionally being held up as a good habit for Christians to cultivate. 
Luke even has a couple of stories unique to his gospel which show the reader the 
power of prayer: the parable of the friend at midnight, and the parable of the 
persistent widow. Don’t give up, they say. Keep praying, no matter what.



Consistent patterns of prayer, then, can indeed bring us near to God. With that in 
mind, let’s now see how the Holy Spirit brings God near to us. But first a very brief 
reminder that Luke is the author, not of one biblical book, but of two …
At this stage in our summer season, let us just pause to reflect on the fact that the 
gospel of Luke is just the first part of a two-volume book. In volume 1 we are taken 
from birth and childhood all the way through to the Resurrection and Ascension. 
Then, in volume 2 (“The Acts of the Apostles”) the same writer Luke recounts the 
Ascension again before focusing on the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and 
the emergence of the Early Church as what today we call “the Body of Christ”.
To give some sort of sense of how central God’s Holy Spirit is to Luke’s writings, 
let’s see how many “Spirit” references we find across the first five books of the New 
Testament:
Mark (the earliest gospel): 6 references to the Holy Spirit; 
Matthew: 12 references; 
Luke*: 18 references; 
John: at least 16 references; 
Acts*: a whopping great 57 references (giving Luke-Acts a grand total of 75!).
In addition, the Holy Spirit is given a special place of prominence by Luke, featuring 
at the starting point  of several major sections of his gospel, including:
✦ Chapter 1: with Mary, Elizabeth, Zechariah, John and Simeon;
✦ Chapters 3 and 4: at the Baptism of Jesus and in the wilderness;
✦ Chapters 10-12: as Jesus turns for Jerusalem and the Cross.
Why should Luke be doing this? Possibly because for him the unfolding journey of 
Jesus is one that does more than simply chart a remarkable life. The gospel is Good 
News because it brings its hearers the truth of Immanuel: “God with us”. And 
where do we see this close relationship at its closest? In the life of Jesus in all its 
highs and lows, from a pregnancy like no other to a death which will not be the end.
Today’s twin themes of “prayer” and “the Holy Spirit” come together very neatly in 
the very last section of our reading which encourages us to “ask … search … 
knock”. We must never expect that all we crave will be ours for the asking (health, 
wealth, happiness: a Caribbean cruise for some; a Ferrari for others). Certainly not, 
though if we seek God’s Holy Spirit in truthfulness and faith, perhaps we might 
find ourselves surprised by the willingness of God to supply us with other things 
that are truly good. While humans might eventually answer requests for practical 
help only to look good or to avoid public shame, God will do so freely and for the 
best of reasons with those who turn to him sincerely in prayer: 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!
In the end of the day, what is Luke on about here? It can be argued that his very 
deep concern is to show readers like us that God, the Ruler of all that is, really wants 
us to approach him as our loving creator and sustainer, living close to God through 
prayer and reflection as simple and heartfelt as that of Jesus his Son. If we come to 
God in such a prayer-led life, wishing to draw near, then amazing things can  
certainly emerge. We will cease to be interested in Christianity as a teaching or a 
practice. Instead, we will discover that the Spirit of Life will lead us in bright new 
directions, making us the children our “Abba” so wants us to become. Amen. 



Praying for others 
God of justice, 

we come before you now in prayer, offering no big words, 
no complex ideas, but only ourselves and our world in need.

We pray for peace among the nations and a willingness to 
tackle conflict, poverty, division and strife wherever they are found. 

Lead your Church in all the world, guiding Christ’s followers 
in his ways of understanding.

We pray for the divided communities of the United States, 
where two visions of America divide a nation on subjects such as 

free speech, abortion and gun control. 
In this prosperous land, may your Church speak out with humanity and humility, 

being a beacon of hope for those who need to be guided into your ways of love.
And here in Scotland, we pray for wisdom in the running of our country, 

the sharing of our resources, the teaching of our children and 
the stewardship of our resources. 

Bless our policy makers, that they may know 
the ways of heaven which lead to right paths here on earth.

In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.

And finally … 
Robin Hill considers what it means to be able to sing in church: 
Now in the month of August we are looking forward to what would normally be 
the busy autumn season in church. Yet in this world which has known such 
pandemic suffering over the last couple of years, we we would be justified in 
wondering how much busy-ness there might be in the weeks and months ahead. 
All through lockdown people kept asking me, “When can we sing some more?” 
And each time I found myself unable to give a clear answer to that important 
question. Even now we cannot know what restrictions might re-emerge in time to 
come. Still, it is very, very good to plan, and that is exactly what we have been 
doing in terms of singing in church. It’s great to announce our hope (intention? 
plan?) of having a happy return to Gladsmuir’s “Come and Sing!” evenings, when 
the church is habitually filled to the rafters with the joyous sounds of 
congregation, choir, organs and instrumentalists as we lift our voices in joyful 
song. Our very first post-lockdown praise night will take place in the wonderful 
surroundings of Gladsmuir Church on Sunday 28th August at 6.30pm when we 
will be joined by William Watt, the “Come and Sing Choir”, a guest preacher and 
members of other congregations as we worship God together. 
Gladsmuir’s firm aim is to develop these “Come and Sing!” nights in different ways 
across the spring and summer of 2023. For now, let’s hope that August’s covid 
levels stay low as we prepare for a memorable and big-singing return to many of 
the greatest hymns we love so much. 
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