
18th June 2022 
 

Witnesses 
 

“One eyewitness weighs more than ten hearsays. 
Seeing is believing all the world over.” 

Plautus, Truculentus (184BC) 
 

Today our family gathers to celebrate a “big birthday”. I won’t say who it’s 

for or how “big” the birthday is, but we know it will be a wonderful 

occasion. And all of us will be privileged “witnesses” to a special event. 

Having taken over the leadership of the Children of Israel from 

Moses as they moved towards their Promised Land, Joshua gathered the 

people together at Shechem to review where they have come from and 

what it had all meant. Then he called the people to make a commitment. 

“Choose this day whom you will serve,” he commanded, and added, “As 

for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” And, as one, the people 

replied, “We too will serve the Lord.” A special occasion. A big celebration. 

A momentous gathering. An amazing commitment 

But before they moved on, Joshua had the people raise up a big 

stone at Shechem, a permanent reminder of the occasion. And he said: 

“This stone will be a witness.” It will always be here, a marker, a sign, a 

memorial to what you have said and done. This is your witness.  

We won’t raise up a great stone this weekend. There will be no 

memorial erected for this “big birthday”. But we will be witnesses. We will 

carry with us into our future all that will matter, all that’s said and done, all 

that we commit ourselves to for our journey forward. We will be witnesses 

to the value of family life. We will be witnesses to love given and received. 

We will be witnesses to the old learning from the young, and the young 

valuing the wisdom of the old. We will be witnesses to worth, and value, 

and beauty, and life. Our family gathering will be our Shechem. Our family 

members will be the stone raised up as a witness. 

And on we will go, together and individually, into whatever the 

future holds for us. But no matter what shape that takes, we can always 

return to Shechem to remember this important weekend. And again and 

again we will be pleased that we were “eyewitnesses” and not mere 

“hearsays” for the “big birthday” of someone special to us all.  
 

A prayer for today 

If I’m a witness to something good today, 

let me make a commitment always to value the moment. Amen  
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