
14th June 2022 
 

Mirrors 
 

“Mirror, mirror, on the wall, 
Who is the fairest of them all?” 

Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, Snow White 

 

For a funeral I conducted recently, the family chose as a piece of music 

Speigel im Speigel by the Estonian composer, Avro Pärt. It was written in 

1978, and like a lot of Pärt’s music it has echoes of the Gregorian Chants 

with which he was familiar in his younger years. Speigel im Speigel in 

German can mean “mirror in the mirror” or “mirrors in the mirror”. I’m not 

a musician, so I can’t explain the technicalities of the “tonic triads” and 

“ascending and descending sixths” my research points me to. But I know 

that the music achieves what Pärt set out to achieve – drawing this listener 

into an endless and complex set of reflections in countless mirrors. 

 I know I am a “mirror in the mirrors” of countless people who have 

influenced me: my parents and granny in family life; teachers and ministers 

who’ve shaped my religious thinking; friends, living and dead, whose 

goodness is burned into my very soul. I also reflect what people have 

written that has changed the direction of my thinking, and carry in my 

heart the righteousness of many saints and angels. I am a “mirror in the 

mirrors” of many people. Speigel im Speigel.  

But what do I show that others might seek to reflect? Who will say 

of me they are a “mirror in the mirror” of my life as well as the lives of 

others who have had an influence on them? What a responsibility that is! 

My children, grandsons, friends, church members, colleagues, hospice 

patients, casual contacts? What mirror am I for them? 

 I don’t need to provide you with a list of people who know me so 

you can check it out. I won’t need you to ask them. I’m not even bothered 

what they might tell you of me anyway. For it’s enough for me to know 

that I have sought to be the best mirror I can be, so that the countless 

mirrors that are reflected in my life can be reflected in the mirrors of many 

others. Endless reflections. “Mirror in the mirrors”. Speigel im Speigel.  

 That’s what a family was seeking to communicate in a funeral for a 

loved one. Avro Pärt allowed them to do it well, for I know he did so for 

me. I hope I can continue to do likewise for many others.  
 

A prayer for today 

A life that seeks to reflect your light and love? I can do no better … Amen 
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