
Today’s Bible reading 
Acts 2:1-13 (“The Coming of the Holy Spirit”) 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled 
with new wine.’ Amen. (NRSV)

Today’s hymns 

Holy Spirit, gift bestower (CH: 590) 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind (CH: 600) 

O Breath of life, come sweeping through us (CH: 595) 
Like fireworks in the night (CH: 584) 

The long journey back from Covid-19 today sees the welcome return to four hymns plus “Music 
in Worship” within our 9.45am Longniddry services and our 11am Gladsmuir services. From 
now on The Sunday Focus hymn list will reflect this format. 
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Today is a birthday. Not only is it the birthday of the American Actor, Mark 
Wahlberg … not only is it the birthday of the author, Margaret Drabble … not 
only is it the birthday of not one but two famous economists (Adam Smith and 

John Maynard Keynes) … not only is it the birthday of my brother Pete in Australia 
… but today is the birthday of the Church.
Here is a useless fact for you: the Church’s birthday coincides with all these people’s 
birthdays on only three “fifths of June” over the entire span of this century: 2022; 
2033; and 2044. After that … never more until into the 22nd century. Imagine that!
When you think of birthdays you might think of things you can see: a shelf full of 
cheeky birthday cards; perhaps a pile of presents all neatly wrapped. Or maybe you 
associate birthdays with smells and tastes: the waxy scent of candle smoke or the 
brightness of champagne. But what about the sounds of a special birthday? Well, 
that’s easy: there is of course a certain song, “Happy birthday to you”, which is sung 
all around the English-speaking world every single day of the year, making it easily 
the most frequently performed song in our language.
It might never have struck you before, but Pentecost is a day of sounds, though we 
know for a fact that “Happy birthday to you” didn’t feature in the streets of 
Jerusalem in the first century AD. So what did the people hear that eventful day? In 
answering this, I am indebted to the New Zealand minister, the Rev Dr Steve Taylor, 
who has looked at Acts chapter 2 and listened intently for different sounds that are 
to be found there. Here are three things Dr Taylor hears in the story of Pentecost:
Diversity: In Acts chapter 2 we see folk drawn together from all sorts of different 
backgrounds and cultures and languages. There they were in the Holy City, 
wandering around in their wee groups, jostling their way along the narrow streets. 
And we know from our reading just how many different places these folk came 
from. We can only guess at the dizzying array of languages which must have been 
spoken and heard that morning. Some would have understood more languages than 
their own native tongue, but no-one would have grasped the intricacies of every 
exotic dialect to be heard. But that is city life for you: varied; diverse; rich in culture.
We too belong to a culture and to a Church in which every single person is different 
from the next. And that, surely, is one of the great strengths that we enjoy in our 
faith. Yes, our individual voices might at times say different things, but those 
differences can bring us great blessings across the great family of God in which 
mutual respect and inclusion are part of what makes our life together so special.
A rushing wind: Pentecost may well be a good reason for a party, but the second 
chapter of Acts also paints it in quite a dramatic light. The writer tells of “a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind” bringing to mind the slamming of doors, the 
snapping of tree branches and all sorts of debris caught up in the gusts.
What’s going on here? Is it just a freak weather incident starting out of nowhere and 
leaving in its wake the desolation of fallen trees and settling dust clouds? Or is there 
a greater spiritual reality to consider here as an unpredictable God does an entirely 
unimaginable thing among the new community of believers gathered together that 
morning?
Into this wild moment is to be born something big. Just as the Risen Christ had told 
his friends that they should be ready for a new power that was coming their way, 
surely now they would all be hearing the winds of change descending upon them. 
They might not have known what to expect, but that blowing wind would surely 
have brought back to mind Jesus’ promise of change that was coming their way.



The next sound is possibly the most amazing of them all. Noting what was 
happening to the disciples, the writer reports: “All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”
“Och,” said some onlookers, “those folk have been at the bottle. Now they can’t 
string two words together.” But was there a deeper meaning in this piece of 
impromptu, divine street theatre? Might it be that in stirring folk up so profoundly 
on the streets of Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit was disclosing a hidden truth about how 
the emerging Church should be and could be? Steve Taylor suggests this: “God’s 
vision of the Church is revealed – comfortable in diversity, celebrating languages, 
crossing cultural barriers. … [Y]oung and old, sons and daughters, slaves both male 
and female, all find their unique voice. There are different types of speech, from the 
passion of prophecy to the hope of vision. This diversity challenges and inspires.”
New freedom: What is the sound of empowerment? What does liberation feel like 
to tired ears? There is an extravagance about the way in which God works on that 
birthday of the Church. Recall how just a few days ago the Risen Christ had passed 
on to his bewildered friends the news that he was returning to his heavenly Father. 
That must have sounded like the most ominous of thunderclaps for those very 
human disciples who had lived through an age of miracle and wonder only to find 
their lives folding in on themselves on Good Friday. Yes, there had been the joy of 
Easter Resurrection when a whole new world of meaning and opportunity seemed 
to open before them. Yet with the Ascension they were alone once more - a bunch of 
misfits who had gained so much together, only to lose it in an instant.
But no - for in Pentecost power is restored, and with it normal service is resumed. The 
Person of Jesus left them (of course he did) yet the Spirit of Jesus came upon the 
believers in that moment, demonstrating that a new creation had been formed: the 
Church of Christ … the Body of Christ. Incapable of being dismissed or 
domesticated, the Spirit nerved those believers for acts of courage and power, 
liberating the fearful to greater and greater heights of mission and service in the 
name of Jesus. Here was a fresh start coming with all the shock of a surprise party 
(albeit one without wine … because there was simply no call for it that day at 9am).
In a range of ways we are able to explore the very first Day of Pentecost through the 
sounds it brings to our ears. Yet Steve Taylor asks us to take one further step 
forward here. If this so special birthday is a celebration of God breaking into our 
world in a distinctive “post-Jesus” kind of a way, might it follow that we are living 
in a world where the Spirit still arrives and unsettles, inspires and challenges? As Dr 
Taylor puts it: “Whose voices, what sounds, is God's Spirit giving voice to this 
Pentecost?”
Last week it was Ascension. This week it’s Pentecost. And next week we’ll arrive at 
Trinity Sunday when we are reminded that while God is the One God, we 
experience God’s action in our world through three Persons: Father, Son and Spirit.  
Thinking about your faith you might like to ask yourself who that God is to you.
In your daily living does God relate to you primarily in a way which speaks of the 
God of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph?
Is your view of God one that is pretty much framed by the Christ we find all across 
the pages of the New Testament?
Or is God akin to the Spirit of Pentecost, spontaneous and not for taming?
Three in One and One in Three. As they say in all the best exams around this time of 
year: discuss. Amen. 



A Platinum Jubilee prayer 
Offered by Rev Professor David Fergusson.

 
Eternal God, 

in these days of national celebration 
we give thanks for the long reign of 

Her Majesty The Queen. 
For her commitment to serve all her people, 

for her steadiness in every crisis, 
for her loyalty to the nation and to the Commonwealth, 

and for the pledge she has made and 
kept to honour all people, 

we praise and bless You today.
Faithful God, 

we give thanks for those who have supported our Queen 
in the fulfilment of her work. 

For the affection and example of her parents, 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, 
for the family who have accompanied her along the way, 

and for the devotion of her staff, 
receive our grateful thanks. 

Especially, we recall with gratitude 
the love, strength, and support of 

the Duke of Edinburgh, 
husband and trusted companion 

through 73 years of marriage.
Gracious God, 

we ask Your blessing on The Queen 
as she continues her work amongst us. 

Sustain and strengthen her in these later years. 
Grant her the health and strength 
that she seeks to fulfil her tasks. 

And bless those who will support her 
in shouldering new and increased responsibilities. 
Inspire them and us to continue to lead and serve 

according to her example.
Loving God, 

we bless you for the faith of Elizabeth, our Queen, 
her devotion to Jesus Christ, 

her unashamed witness to His cause, 
her love of our Church and 

her commitment to its worship. 
May we in our own day and generation continue in faith and dedication 

to the same Lord in whose name we offer these prayers. Amen.
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