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Fashion 
 

“A sweet disorder in the dress 
Kindles in clothes a wantonness.” 

Robert Herrick, Delight in Disorder (1648) 
 

I’m told it’s de rigueur in the fashion scene to be seen in “double-denim”. 

The fashion-police frown on two items of denim appearing in the same 

ensemble. Denim jeans, shirt, or jacket are OK on their own but shouldn’t 

be worn with another denim item. There was no double-denim legislation 

when I was younger. I can remember being dressed in triple-denim, for 

goodness’ sake! The fashion police never got me – though I did have to 

endure eyes-cast-to-the-sky from my children on numerous occasions. It’s 

little wonder that Oscar Wilde has a character in An Ideal Husband say: 
 

Fashion is what one wears oneself.  

What is unfashionable is what other people wear.  
 

What is it with fashion? We will look at what someone is wearing 

and decide if we like it or not, mostly because we’re trying to work out 

how we would feel or look dressed like that. As I’ve said before, I don’t get 

the ubiquitous torn-jeans look. But then, that’s just me. Don’t people have 

a right to dress as they choose, double-denim, torn jeans or not? 

When I was in Sunday School, there was a large, framed print on the 

wall depicting Jesus and some children. The children were clearly from 

different cultures and continents, to illustrate that God’s love is for 

everyone, without distinction. And Jesus is wearing a long, white robe. 

Really? In dusty Palestine? A carpenter’s son? And itinerant preacher and 

healer? Really? Is this not a projection of how we perceive Jesus, how we 

would like him to be, perfect, pristine, properly dressed as the Son of God? 

Have we not dressed him in a fashion to suit our  taste?  

I wonder what impact it would have had on me as a child if Jesus 

had been dressed like me, or like my dad, or like the local joiner, or the 

Mallaig fishermen? I wonder what we would think of this Jesus if he 

appeared in torn jeans? I wonder if he would get away with double-denim 

– or would the fashion police get him for that, just as they got at him for 

his teaching and his loving, when that was clearly wasn’t in fashion either? 
  

A prayer for today 

I like to think that Jesus might have said:  

“Come to me, all you who labour and are heavy laden – and wear what you like!” 
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