
23rd May 2022 
 

Youth 
 

“’In the last days,’ God says,  
‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy; 
your young men will see visions;  

your old men shall dream dreams.’” 
Bible, Acts 2:17 

 

You may recall back at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, when we 

were in the grip of extremely tight regulations in the Spring of 2020, I 

wrote a piece which began, “I’m missing the voices of children.” I’d been 

on my daily “exercise walk” and came across a children’s play area. 

Normally teeming with little ones playing happily and filling the air with 

excited voices, it was locked and empty. The children were shut up at 

home. Their voices could no longer be heard. 

 That phrase came back to me at a Church meeting recently. It was 

about planning, making decisions about the closure of buildings, clarifying 

issues about staffing, resources and structures. It was tense. Many people 

spoke. It wasn’t an easy meeting. As I reflected on it later and took my 

mind back over the three hours of discussions, I was struck by this thought: 

not one person who spoke was under fifty; most were over seventy; and 

some where a good deal older than that. Of course, we old men and 

women still have our dreams, and the voices of experience will, I hope, 

always be valued. But what about the prophetic voices of our sons and 

daughters, the youth whose Church it will be when we are dead and gone? 

Where is consideration given to the visions of our young people to stand 

alongside the dreams of the old? Is “the Spirit” only to be known and 

understood by a few and not by all? Is it not poured out on everyone? 

 I don’t have any pat answers to these questions, but I think they 

should be asked. I hope I can still dream, and that my passionate dreams 

can yet be valued. But I must also be conscious of the need to step aside 

so that the prophecies and visions of our youth can carry us forward.  
 

A prayer for today 

Loving God, nurturer of the old and inspirer of the young; 

Jesus our example, who called the experienced and played with their children; 

Spirit of truth, planter of dreams and creator of visions –  

use us all for your purposes, for the good of your people, and all to your glory. Amen 
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