
16th May 2022 
 

Will 
 

“Teach us, good Lord, 
To serve Thee as Thou deserves: 

To give and not to count the cost; 
To fight and not to heed the wounds; 

To toil and not to seek for rest; 
To labour and not to ask for any reward 

Save that of knowing that we do Thy will.” 
St Ignatius Loyola, Prayer for Generosity 

 

I’ve never believed in a directive God. If God was always in control, he 

could bend me to his will at a whim. I, therefore, would live a life devoid 

of choices, always under the direction of the God who was my controller. 

But it isn’t like that, as we know. We have free will, to do good and to make 

mistakes, to find fullness of life and to mess up. If God was to direct me to 

a Divine Will, it would be easier. But he doesn’t, and it isn’t.  

 What, then, are we to make of the phrase “Thy will be done” in the 

Lord’s Prayer? It tells me that I have work to do, to determine what the will 

of God might be, for the world I live in, and for my own journey of life.  

 The first half of that should be easy enough. From ancient 

philosophers to contemporary opinion-formers, from the depth of 

meaning in world religions to what we learn from modern practices of 

“mindfulness”, and the like, we know that society is the better, richer, more 

fulfilling for everyone, if we live together in harmony. It is surely the will of 

God – if we are determined to use a divine concept – that the world should 

be a happy place, where peace and justice prevail, and where loving one 

another is our guiding principle. “Love the Lord your God with all your 

mind, and soul, and strength, and your neighbour as yourself.” Sorted! 

 The second half, however, is more difficult. What is the “will of God” 

for me? To live in harmony with others, of course. To do no one harm. To 

play my personal part in the creation of a harmonious society. But what 

about me, my own journey of life, my purpose, direction, future? How do 

I discern, and remain obedient to, the will of God in these things?  

More work to do on that, I think, and hopefully, Loyola’s reward of 

“knowing that we do Thy will” might come our way … 
 

A prayer for today 

Thy will or my will? Which to choose and which to use? Amen 
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