
8th March 2022 
 

Time 
“Time as it grows old teaches all things.” 

Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound 
 

On a visit to Jura, I walked on the south of the island, round Lowlandman’s 

Bay, overlooking the Sound of Jura. The walk took me to the peninsula of 

An Dùnan and eventually to the lighthouse properties at A’ Mhalairt. The 

peninsula is the site of one of the best-preserved hill forts on Jura. I did 

some research, and found this in Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries 

of Scotland, Vol 14 for 1984: 
 

Recent fieldwork in Argyll carried out by the Royal Commission of Ancient 

and Historic Monuments of Scotland and others has located numerous 

open settlements, a type of monument hitherto unknown in the area. 

Excavation of one example at Cùl a’Bhaile, Jura, revealed a farmstead 

comprising a hut circle within an enclosure, which was occupied between 

the late second and early first millennium BC. The hut circle was a multi-

period construction and had been reroofed on at least three occasions. 
 

Back to the 2nd and 1st millennium BC! And I was here after all that time. 

As I lingered at Cùl a’Bhaile, I pondered the passing of time. Was 

Aeschylus, the 5th century BC Greek tragedian playwright, correct when he 

suggested that “Time as it grows old teaches us all things”? Of course it 

teaches me that there were people on Jura, living off the land, fishing in 

the Sound, preserving family life, reroofing their homes regularly, building 

community thousands of years ago. We should learn from that, and seek 

to preserve, and enhance, what history gives us. But do we always? Do we 

take the lessons from the past, in our public and private lives, and learn 

from them as we should? If time “teaches us all things”, then we should 

know all things by now, things that preserve peace, enhance justice, create 

equality, care for the environment, share our resources. The problem is 

that while time teaches, we don’t always listen. While time teaches, we 

often fail to learn. While time teaches, we are inclined to ignore the lessons 

it offers. The problem is not with time. The problem is with us. 

The next time you’re at a monument like the hill fort at Cùl a’Bhaile, 

ponder for a moment the lessons that time offers you as it grows old. For 

there is much that time is teaching us right now – if only we’d listen … 
  

A prayer for today 

“My times are in thy hand; my God, I wish them there.” [W F Lloyd] 

“Help me to learn God’s lessons all the time.” [Tom Gordon] 
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