
2nd March 2022 
 

All is one 
 

“He made the world to match the world above,  
and whatever exists above has its counterpart … and all is one.” 

Zohar, Chief Text of the Jewish Kabbalah (13th century) 
 

The recent demonstrations against the invasion of Ukraine are a symbol of 

the truth of the words above. The kind of world we seek to create should 

be the counterpart of the goodness of God. That’s not about beliefs in 

heaven or any afterlife, or, indeed, about which religion or life-stance we 

have. If you don’t subscribe to “the God” bit, just get on and do good, and 

the world will be the better for it. But when we stand for justice, peace, 

equity, inclusiveness, acceptance, love, freedom, and when we seek to 

create a better world, we are standing, I believe, for the things of God. 

When we believe, and work for, “all is one”, we are about God’s business.  

I had two examples of that this week: I took a walk to the historic 

Kildalton Cross on the south of Islay. This ring-headed cross is similar to 

the medieval crosses in the Iona Abbey precincts, and dates from the same 

period. With its carvings of David killing a lion, a peacock feasting on 

grapes, Cain murdering Abel, the Virgin and child surrounded by angels, 

and four lions with a plethora of snakes, it’s a wonderful example of the 

work of what is believed to be a single group of sculptors. At Kildalton, I 

was on Iona. And when I am next on Iona, I will be at Kildalton. Two crosses 

reminded me of the oneness of the Church through the ages, and the way 

Islay, Iona and the whole worshiping community, should always be at one.  

Last Sunday, we had a meeting by Zoom of our Iona Community 

Family Group. In the opening worship, one of our members shared a prayer 

for the people of Ukraine which had been used in Iona Abbey. And by a 

remarkable coincidence, it was the self-same prayer I’d used with two small 

Islay congregations that morning, as I led them in prayer for the people of 

Ukraine. We were at one, Islay, Iona, Ukraine and beyond, once again.  

“All is one …” pray God that we will work to make it so; pray God that 

peace and justice prevail; pray God that we will see a better way; pray God 

that hatred, violence, oppression don’t prevail. Whatever the goodness of 

God might be, it is the counterpart in our world we must seek to recreate.  
 

A prayer for today 

Let my life and the goodness I seek, be a true counterpart of the very nature of God. Amen 
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