
1st March 2022 
 

Service 
 

“Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful 
people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed 
from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind.” 

Collect, The Book of Common Prayer (1662)  
 

Almost a year ago, I published a poem in “A Thought for the Day” about 

what really matters in life. It’s called “What lasts?”, a poem first published 

in A Blessing to Follow (www.ionabooks.com). When I was penning my 

piece for yesterday on “privilege”, I went back to that poem, and around 

two of the original stanzas, I wrapped what I was hearing from the voice 

of God. I was prompted once again to give thanks for the privilege of 

service. The ministry of the Gospel isn’t just about folk like me who wear 

a clerical collar. It’s about everyone, “the whole people of God”. So let’s 

give thanks for the privilege of service in the hands of all of us.  
 

You talk, today, of privilege, so thank you for your thoughts.  

There’s pleasure in the privilege of living as you ought, 

To care when it is needed, to love as you’ve been shown, 

To serve because I call you, with seeds of faith being sown.  
 

For this you’ll be remembered … not by things that quickly pass, 

Like merit, style or prominence, or kudos, rank or class, 

Or accolades that make you seem august and grandiose,  

But by your help for others who have needed you the most. 
 

Where love has offered hopefulness, a glimpse of better days,   

And brokenness finds healing, you’ll be worthy of my praise. 

When poverty is challenged, I will smile on you with pride. 

If justice is your watchword, then your call can’t be denied. 
 

For when I came amongst you in the Son who served for me, 

I showed you what was needed, what I wanted you to be – 

To set aside your worldly ways and measurements of worth, 

To be my true disciples; and for this I call you forth. 
 

So see in Christ the Way for you, the Truth, the Life you need, 

Abandoning your attitudes of selfishness and greed. 

It’s my privilege to call you, for I still believe in you. 

Go forth! And share my message – there’s a privilege there too. 
 

A prayer for today 

Thank you, God, for your belief in me.  

May I continue to believe in the worth of my service. Amen 
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