
14th February 2022 
 

For you  
 

“Love seeketh not itself to please.” 
William Blake, Songs of Experience, ‘The Clod and the Pebble’ 

 

Some of you might have heard me tell this story before. But it bears 

repeating on this Valentine’s Day. It comes from the cartoon-strips of the 

late Charles Schultz, and centres on the unfortunate Charlie Brown. 

 Charlie Brown is so besotted with Violet, a new girl in his school, he 

decides to give her a Valentine card. But Charlie Brown is awkward around 

girls, shy and gauche. Yet, giving a Valentine card to Violet is important. 

So, in front of a mirror and with the card in his hand, he practices what 

he’s going to say: “This is for you Violet. Happy Valentine’s Day.” But it 

doesn’t sound right. So he tries again: “This is for you, Violet. Happy 

Valentine’s Day.” No, it’s still not working. “This is for you, Violet. Happy 

Valentine’s Day.” Over and over again he practices. He has to get it right. 

 The next morning Charlie Brown waits nervously for Violet at the 

school gate, going over his speech, making sure he’s word-perfect. He’s 

ready! So when Violet arrives, Charlie Brown steps forward, holds out his 

card, and boldly pronounces: “This is for you, Violet. Merry Christmas!” 

The story of a shy little boy is, of course, brought to life by Charles 

Schultz’s wonderful drawings. But you’ll get the point well enough. Charlie 

Brown tries to do it right, but it comes out all wrong. He tries to express 

his love in his own way, but it doesn’t work out the way he expects. 

“Love seeketh not itself to please,” wrote William Blake in the 18th 

century. That, surely, was the principle that underpinned Charlie Brown’s 

attempt to do something loving. This wasn’t for himself. It was for Violet. 

He was giving love his away, in the hope he could bring some pleasure to 

someone else’s life. It didn’t go well. But at least the principle was right. 

Offering our love, on Valentine’s Day or at any other time, won’t 

always go well. We’re not perfect. The words won’t always come out right. 

We may even feel we’ve failed. But let’s keep trying to offer love. Let’s try 

to keep in the forefront of our minds the principle of bringing pleasure to 

others. And even if we blurt out “Merry Christmas” on Valentine’s Day, 

might that not still bring the pleasure someone really needs today?  
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, please be patient with me when I get my loving wrong. Amen 
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