
11th February 2022 
 

Notification 
 

“Where's the notification for all this? Where's the proper authority?” 
The Day of the Jackal, Movie script  

 

I always register the results of my Covid-19 lateral flow tests on the 

government website. This is followed – almost instantaneously – with a 

“notification” telling me the result has been received and understood. I 

get a notification by text and by email. Notification matters.   

 Recently, I referred to the writings of Anthony de Mello, and, doing 

a bit of research, I found an official “spat” between de Mello and the 

Catholic Church, where “notification” figured highly. In June 1998, a 

“Vatican Notification condemning many of the writings, ideas and 

purported ideas of Anthony de Mello”, was issued which contained this: 
 

He considers Jesus as a master alongside others. The only difference from other 

men is that Jesus is "awake" and fully free, while others are not. With the 

present Notification, in order to protect the good of the Christian faithful, this 

Congregation declares that [de Mello’s writings] are incompatible with the 

Catholic faith and can cause grave harm. 
 

After this censure, a note of caution was added to de Mello’s books. 
 

The books of Father Anthony de Mello were written in a multi-religious context 

to help the followers of other religions, agnostics and atheists in their spiritual 

search, and they were not intended by the author as manuals of instruction of the 

Catholic faithful in Christian doctrine or dogma. 
 

Notification, censure, caution, for someone who is trying to help people 

think about their spiritual life and faith? I wonder what you make of that.  

 A quote from a Spanish publication, Vida Nueva, added to de 

Mello’s The Prayer of the Frog: A book of story meditations, reads: 
 

What's behind [de Mello’s] phenomenal success …is a manifestation of the 

hunger for the spiritual spreading around the world … People aren't buying … 

pious platitudes redolent of an era gone by … [Humankind], mired in profound 

cultural change, first wants to know … what imprisons [the] soul, what stands in 

the way of spiritual progress … In short, what Tony de Mello is telling us is that 

if we want to make Christianity credible, we need to plumb the depths of the 

human spirit, to reach beyond our present frontiers. 
 

That’s enough notification for me, thank you. 
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, help me to seek your notification that I am properly about your business. Amen 
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