
31st January 2022 
 

Praise 
 

“Praise in the common things of life, its goings out and in.” 
Horatius N Bonar, Fill Thou Our Life, O Lord Our God 

 

I’m in awe of Horatius Bonar, not because he came from a long line of 

ministers, became a well-renowned churchman in 19th century Scotland 

and was lauded as both a poet and a preacher. But I’m in awe of this man 

because of the prestigious output of his hymn writing.  

I write hymns too and know what it’s like to craft and agonise over 

a hymn for a particular purpose. So when I read the hymns Bonar has left 

us, I am amazed at his talent. Hymns such as I heard the voice of Jesus say  

and Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face  will be sung wherever 

Christian worship takes place. Of course, some of the Victorian language 

and imagery is old-fashioned. But the truths his hymns convey, the 

meaning they contain, will never be out of date.  

As I walk around the islands of Islay and Jura, I’m reminded of my 

favourite Horatius Bonar hymn. Indeed, why would we not want to echo 

his sentiments, wherever we are, and give thanks to God for every part of 

life? Oh that I too might live “a life made up of praise in every part.” 
 

Fill now our life, O Lord our God, 

in every part with praise, 

that our whole being may proclaim 

your being and your ways. 
 

Not for the lip of praise alone, 

nor even the praising heart 

we ask, but for a life made up 

of praise in every part. 
 

Praise in the common things of life, 

its goings out and in, 

praise in each duty and each deed, 

though humble and unseen. 
 

So, gracious Lord, you shall receive 

from us the glory due, 

and so we shall begin on earth 

the song for ever new. 
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, I praise you with my lips, and when I forget, may the way I live my life  

show that I am offering even more praise than that. Amen  
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