
24th January 2022 
 

Going 
 

“Should I stay or should I go?” 
The Clash, Song Title from the album, ‘Combat Rock’ 

 

I was intrigued by the quotation used by MP and former cabinet minister, 

David Davis, in the House of Commons recently when he told Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson to resign:  
 

You have sat too long here for any good you have been doing. 

In the name of God, go. 
 

So I did a bit of digging. On May 7th 1940, following the invasion of Norway 

by Nazi Germany, former First Lord of the Admiralty, MP and ally of 

Churchill, Sir Leopold Amery, addressed the then Prime Minister, Neville 

Chamberlain, with similar words: 
 

Depart, I say, and let us have done with you. 

In the name of God, go. 
 

Within days Chamberlain was gone and Churchill was Prime Minister. But 

both Davis and Amery were paraphrasing Oliver Cromwell. On April 20th  

1653, Cromwell addressed Parliament: 
 

It is not fit that you should sit here any longer. You have sat here too long for 

any good you have been doing lately … In the name of God go. 
 

Cromwell was addressing the whole of Parliament and not one individual. 

Nonetheless, in all three circumstances there was an impassioned plea for 

“going”, suggesting an ending should be on the cards. 

 It isn’t for anyone to decide when someone else should be “going”, 

unless, of course, they are guilty of some misdemeanour or illegality which 

means they can be fired – “if the cap fits”, comes to mind. But it is right to 

proffer an assessment of credibility, with the hope that the person or 

people will show good sense and go voluntarily. 

 I’ve shared thoughts before about calling, what it means, under God, 

to interpret a call, and how we understand a new beginning. It is equally 

important to wrestle with an ending, the “should I stay or should I go” idea 

from the 1982 song by The Clash. That, too, is under God. Davis, Amery 

and Cromwell are quite right – going, as well as beginning, should be “in 

the name of God”. Would that everyone could see it that way.  
 

A prayer for today 

In God’s name I serve. With God’s call I came. With God’s grace I will go where God bids. 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon          Also available at https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com  
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