
27th December 2021 
 

Reconciliation 
 

“A shared anguish can be a bridge of reconciliation. 
Our neighbours are indeed like us.” 

Robert Runcie, Sermon, St Paul’s Cathedral, 1982 
 

The words above are taken from a sermon by Robert Runcie, Archbishop 

of Canterbury, preached at a service of thanksgiving at the end of the 

Falklands war. The theme of shared anguish was an obvious one. This was 

no time for rejoicing in victory, but a time to build a bridge of 

reconciliation, from conflict and suffering to a new understanding of 

togetherness. “Our neighbours are indeed like us.” That concept was in my 

thoughts when I heard today of the death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

With the passing of this man, the world has lost a Christian leader whose 

life’s work was in the building of such bridges of reconciliation. In his 

commitment to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in post-

apartheid South Africa, and his tireless work in public and private to secure 

the future of “the rainbow nation”, this was a great man. 

 I have two images of Desmond Tutu in my mind today. The first is 

of a preacher in Washington Cathedral in 1989. Here was impishness and 

humour in the communication of important truths, and a smile that lit up 

the whole world. And here was passion and enthusiasm for a Christian 

Gospel that embraced all people and emphasised the worth of every 

individual. The second comes from a TV report on a session of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission hearing evidence from those who had 

suffered harshly under apartheid. Desmond Tutu was so overwhelmed by 

what he was hearing, he bowed his head and wept openly.  

 This world is a better place because Desmond Tutu lived the Gospel 

in every fibre of his being. Let us be inspired by him to feel the pain of 

those who are broken in our world. But let us not be overwhelmed by 

darkness. Instead, let us see a shared anguish as the beginning of the 

building of bridges, where reconciliation, openness and acceptance make 

the world better and fairer for everyone.   

 “Our neighbours are indeed like us.” Thank God for Desmond Tutu, 

and others like him, who teach us the truth of that.  
  

A prayer for today 

In Christ, I am reconciled to God.  

May I now, in Christ’s name, seek reconciliation with my neighbour. Amen 
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