
11th December 2021 
 

Unbidden 
 

“Vocatus atque non vocatus deus aderit.” 

“Bidden of unbidden, God is present.” 

Desiderius Erasmus, Attributed 
 

The epithet quoted above is attributed by many to the Swiss psychiatrist, 

Carl Jung. It is, in truth, much older, as it’s believed to be the answer the 

Delphic Oracle gave to the Lacedemonians when they considered going 

to war against Athens.  But it’s no surprise that people think it originated 

with Jung, because he had it inscribed over the entrance to his house in 

Kusnacht. This is his explanation, from a letter he wrote in1961: 
 

By the way, you seek the enigmatic oracle “Vocatus atque non vocatus 

deus aderit” in vain in Delphi: it is cut in stone over the door of my house 

in Kusnacht near Zurich and otherwise found in Erasmus’s collection 

of Adagia (XVIth cent.) It is a Delphic oracle though. It says: yes, the god 

will be on the spot, but in what form and to what purpose? I have put the 

inscription there to remind my patients and myself: “Timor dei initium 

sapiente (“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”) 
  

In actual fact, if you investigate even further, Erasmus himself declared 

that the statement was an ancient Spartan proverb!  

 Och! I don’t care! Jung or Erasmus, the Delphic Oracle or the 

Spartans, I just like the idea. Variously translated as “Summoned or not 

summoned, God is present”, “Called or not called, God will be there.”, 

“Invoked or not, God is here”, “Bidden or not bidden, God is present”, it 

matters not … Vocatus atque non vocatus deus aderit does it for me. 

 Why do I say that? Because I believe more strongly than ever that 

the presence of my God, and, therefore, my connection with the mystery 

of “the other”, is not dependent on my knowledge, beliefs, or faith, or 

indeed on any invocation I might try. “God with me” is God’s business, not 

mine. My responsibility is to put myself in situations where I can be open 

to that, to “raise my antennae”, to be aware of the mysterious context of 

the “spiritual”, and to be content with that.  

“Bidden or unbidden, God is present.” I’ll leave it there. Today, like 

every day, I’m thankful that God’s presence isn’t for me to sort out.  
   

A prayer for today 

Your presence, Lord, unbidden? Goodness, you get in everywhere, don’t you? Amen 
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