
12th November 2021 
 

Near 
 

“Nay, good Lysander; for my sake, my dear, 

Lie further off yet, do not lie so near.” 

William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 

At the conclusion of a Fairy Dance in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Hermia 

and Lysander are alone by the riverbank. Hermia wants to lie down: “For I 

upon this bank will rest my head.” Lysander sees a chance to lie beside 

her: “One turf shall serve as pillow for us both,” he suggests. “One heart, 

one bed, two bosoms and one troth.” But Hermia is having none of it: 

“Nay, good Lysander; for my sake, my dear, lie further off yet, do not lie so 

near.” Friendship is one thing. But coming too close is quite another. 

I came across the above quote on a theatre wall, in the passageway 

into the auditorium, above a set of instructions about Covid regulations in 

which “appropriate social distancing” figured highly. The performance, I 

knew, was “sold out”. But the theatre was less than half-full. Two seats 

occupied, then a space to the next “bubble” of people; occupied seats 

“staggered” so that no one was sitting directly behind or in front of anyone 

else. “Lie further off yet, do not lie so near” was an appropriate instruction 

– though for Hermia’s “lie” read “sit comfortably”. But the meaning was 

the same. No closeness. Please keep your distance.  

For all of us, physical contact is a “norm”. We meet and greet, shake 

hands and hug, and sit close, even with strangers, in theatres, in church, in 

stadiums, and the like. So it feels strange to be aware of an appropriate 

and safe “distance” between us, and for closeness to be discouraged. But 

it’s the way it has to be, at least for a while, it appears. The carefully offered 

fist-bump, shoe-tap or elbow-rub will have to suffice for now. 

But can we be “near” people when we are encouraged to keep our 

distance? Of course we can – by how we look, through a smile of 

recognition, by our body-language, in the way we speak. If closeness 

matters, we have to find ways to feel near to people and not always be 

“further off yet”. So, let’s work at it. Let’s enhance our “nearness” in any 

way we can. Hermia is right! You don’t have to lie down beside someone 

on a grassy riverbank to communicate that they still matter to you.  
 

A prayer for today 

Close to God without touching, yet near enough to be as one? Now there’s a thing! 
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