
11th November 2021 
 

Peace 
 

“This is not a peace treaty; it is an armistice for twenty years.” 
Marshal Ferdinand Foch, at the signing of The Treaty of Versailles, 1919 

 

Today, at the eleventh hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, 

many of us will stop for two minutes of silence to remember the Armistice 

which ended the First World War. There may be clamour and busyness 

around us, traffic that goes by, store checkouts that continue to function 

and people ignoring the significance of the moment. But there will be 

some who will pause in a silence of respectful remembrance. How do we 

utilise those two silent minutes? We remember the fallen, of course. We 

shed tears over the many conflicts that have raged throughout the world 

since that Armistice Day. And we pray for peace. But what does that mean? 

 Marshal Ferdinand Foch, a French General and military theorist, was 

Supreme Allied Commander in the final months of World War I, and a key 

figure in the Armistice. But he considered the Treaty of Versailles too 

lenient, and when it was signed on 28th June 1919, he declared: “This is not 

peace. It is an armistice for twenty years." His words were prophetic, of 

course, with the outbreak of World War II in 1939.  But Foch wasn’t a 

prophet. The flaws in the Treaty of Versailles weren’t solely responsible for 

the outbreak of hostilities in 1939. The situation in Europe was more 

complex than that. But Foch was a realist, who understood human nature 

and the hunger for power and conquest. And in that sense, he has been 

prophetic, for there has hardly been a day in the past hundred years when 

there hasn’t been a major conflict affecting some part of the world. And, 

if that is true, then in our global village, none of us has been truly at peace.  

 Praying for peace for two minutes today is not just about looking to 

a time when wars will cease, and there will be no conflict. Praying for peace 

is a commitment to work for justice and peace in every aspect of our lives. 

In that way, we can be prayerful and prophetic, not about the 

hopelessness of the human condition, but in the belief that peace will 

come if we, with others, give our minds and energies to it. Can we pray for 

that in our two minutes of respectful silence today?  
 

A prayer for today 

“Peace, peace will, peace will come, and let it begin with me.” 
Tom Paxton, “Peace will come” 
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