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Useful 
 

“Have nothing in your houses that you do now know to be useful, 
or believe to be beautiful.” 

William Morris, Hopes and fears for Art, ‘Making the Best of It.’ 
 

Towards the end of 2019, just before the first Covid-19 lockdown, Stu 

Prince, from Crewe in Cheshire, was diagnosed with leukaemia. Facing 

chemotherapy, Stu realised he needed a distraction, a focus to help him 

with his punishing treatment regime. He turned to collecting old 

postcards, from on-line sites and auctions, and became fascinated with 

what he was discovering. “They were like modern-day text-messages,” he 

says. “But there were also profound messages of love and affection.” 

With his interest in genealogy, Stu took his “distraction” a step 

further and began tracing the recipients of some of the postcards. 

Working through Social Media platforms, he interested others in his 

research, and was able to track down some of the people to whom the 

postcards had originally been addressed. One postcard, a “birthday 

message”, had been sent to a one-year-old girl in 1946. One of Stu’s 

researchers found “the baby”, who was delighted, at the age of seventy-

four, to be reunited with birthday greetings from her grandparents. 

Stu Prince, a modest, ordinary man, has said this about his work with 

his postcards: “Out of adversity, comes something nice. It’s part of my 

recovery, really. It’s made me feel useful again.” And he adds this powerful 

message, “To feel useful is good. It’s massive.” 

William Morris, the 19th century English writer and artist, suggests 

that we should have nothing in our houses that we don’t know to be 

useful. Stu Prince’s story goes beyond that. In the “house” that is our world, 

everyone can be useful, no matter what adversity they face or what they 

put their hand to. There is not one of us beyond useful. The trouble is, we 

don’t believe in, far less know, the usefulness that is in every individual. 

So let’s give ourselves to encouraging people’s usefulness, so that 

no one feels left out. To follow the thought process of William Morris and 

the work of Stu Prince, when you can help someone know they’re useful 

again, something beautiful emerges. Now, that is massive, isn’t it?  
   

A prayer for today 

Lord, even I’m created in your image. That seems a pretty useful place to begin. Amen 
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