
26th September 2021 
 

Carefully 
 

“I cleaned the windows, and I swept the floor, 
And I polished up the handle of the big front door.  

I polished up the handle so carefullee, 
That now I am the ruler of the Queen’s Navee!” 

W S Gilbert, HMS Pinafore 
 

My wife has been complaining – albeit gently – that the quotations with 

which I begin these “Thought for the Day” pieces can sometimes wander 

into the realms of the over-erudite or too-obscure. I hope that this 

perception is rectified – at least for today – by my use of the quote above.  

In a wonderfully amusing scene from Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic 

opera, HMS Pinafore, The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Porter K.C.B, is expounding 

on his success in the navy, and how he has contrived to rise to the rank of 

First Lord of the Admiralty. It’s all down to diligence, he says, starting at 

the bottom, working your way up and, at every stage, doing well at the 

tasks assigned to you. From office-boy, to junior clerk, to articled clerk, to 

a partnership, to a seat in parliament, and then … to the top “Navee” job. 

Working hard at every stage, and success was secured.  

I’ll not enter into a debate about this, for there are many people who 

work hard and yet are overlooked for betterment. And there are some who 

rise to the top of “the greasy pole” who should never have been allowed 

anywhere near the bottom of it in the first place. But I will offer a plea for 

“carefullee” today, and for every task, no matter how humble or apparently 

menial, to be offered with care, thoroughness and diligence. 

My late, lamented grandmother was, along with her older and 

younger sisters, in “service” in big houses and institutions in Lanarkshire 

and Renfrewshire in the early decades of the 20th century. My granny was 

a kitchen maid. Her older sister was a lady’s maid. Her younger sister was 

a scullery maid. Each of them, in the hierarchy of “service”, carried out their 

tasks to the best of their ability. And throughout their lives – and they all 

lived to their 90s – each considered the other to be the best cleaner, the 

best in the kitchen, and the best lady’s maid there could ever have been.  

Care, thoroughness and diligence were at the core of their “service”. 

Can we say the same about our service, whatever form it might take?  
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, help me to serve as you served, and to be diligent in all my tasks. Amen 
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