
22nd September 2021 
 

Think 
 

“Crises and deadlocks … have at least this advantage 
that they force us to think." 

Jawaharlal Nehru, The Unity of India: Collected Writings 
 

With just ninety-four days till Christmas, we may be facing a crisis. It looks 

like we’re heading for Christmas shortages. Recent news reports indicate 

that post-Brexit issues have slowed down imports from the EEC, so there 

might be a scarcity of Christmas toys. A shortage of lorry-drivers is 

disrupting our supply-chains, so our stores could be short of essential 

Christian artefacts. In addition, there’s been a hike in gas prices which, 

we’re told, limits the supply of CO2, which disrupts food production. So … 

there may be a shortage of Christmas turkeys! Add “covid unpredictability” 

factors into the mix, and no wonder the newspaper headlines last weekend 

screamed, “Christmas Crisis!” and “Could Christmas be cancelled?” 

 What do we do? We turn to Michael Gove to rescue Christmas! In 

the recent UK Cabinet reshuffle, Michael Gove was appointed Minister for 

Housing, Communities and Local Government, renamed the “Department 

for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities” to underline its central role in 

delivering the Government's agenda. It falls to him to sort out our supply-

chain issues, food production and the like – ie to rescue Christmas.  

 The words “Michael”, “Gove” and “rescue” don’t sit well together in 

my vocabulary. But there again, neither do “Christmas”, “crisis” and 

“cancelled”. The word that’s uppermost in my mind today is “think”! 

Hasn’t our Christmas become too dependent on supply-chains, 

consumer-spending and a plentiful supply of turkeys? “God with us” isn’t 

to be confined to one day in the year, over-indulgence, societal norms and 

all that’s familiar. If last year’s Covid restrictions taught us anything it’s that 

Christmas is deeper, and better, and more meaningful than that.  

Michael Gove as the saviour of Christmas? Sorry! The meaning of my 

Christmas doesn’t need saving. The purpose of my Christmas doesn’t need 

rescuing. If Nehru is right, and a crisis has the advantage that it forces us 

to think, let’s think more about the true meaning of Christmas, “God with 

us”. I don’t need to wait for another ninety-four days to appreciate that. 
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, today I think about you, with me, here and now. There’s no crisis in that! Amen 
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