
5th July 2021 
 

Unexpected 
 

“The unexpected always happens.” 

Proverb, Late 19th century 
 

I’m not convinced that the proverb above is true in all circumstances. But 

I do know that sometimes you can find things in unexpected places. 

I was having a bad day, one of those Covid-related days that come 

along from time to time. So, I decided to do a bit of tidying, and I came 

across a little book which, according to the price-label, had been bought 

in the Carlisle Cathedral Bookshop. It’s called Hand upon the shoulder; A 

little book of comfort, written by Jenny de Robeck. It’s full of short, tender, 

straightforward reflections on different aspects of life, to offer support to 

people in various circumstances. One is: “And What of Hope?”, which, with 

permission from the author, I’m delighted to quote in full here: 
 

Hope is rarely to be found 

In expected places. 

But open the window wide, 

In her own time, 

Hope will come and sit upon the sill. 

I found her once 

In the crowded National Gallery 

As I waited for a friend 

And wandered amongst the paintings. 

I recognised her again 

In a noisy Adventure Playground 

Surrounded by excited children. 

She was there, on a still summer day 

At Sadis, one of St John’s seven churches, 

In Turkey. 

I used often to meet her 

On the wards of the hospitals in which I worked. 

Today, I see her shining 

In the eyes of the dog, longing for a walk. 

I can feel her waiting 

In the form of a letter in the Postman’s hand. 
 

Sometimes you can find things in unexpected places – like hope 

when you’re having a bad day! 
 

A prayer for today 

Thank you, Lord, for Jenny de Robeck, the bringer of hope on a bad day. Amen 
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