
24th June 2021 
 

Fantoosh 
 

“You hear me, among others, as a respectable architectural man-milliner; 
and you send for me, that I may tell you the leading fashion.” 

John Ruskin, The Crown of Wild Olive (1866) 
 

The word fantoosh is a Scots word which means either flashy and showy, 

or fashionable. Seldom heard nowadays, it was used as a somewhat 

derogatory term to describe someone who was trying too hard be noticed 

by dressing ostentatiously, what we might now describe as “over the top”.  

In the words of The Kinks’ song of 1966, I was never “a dedicated 

follower of fashion”. I try to dress smartly, of course, neither in an old-

fashioned or modern style. But I’m not “on trend” and I’ve never been 

“over the top”. I am, however, conscious of changes in fashion over the 

years in Ruskin’s “man-milliner” world. I’ve seen jacket lapels go from 

pencil-thin to amazingly wide – and back again. I’ve worn drain-pipe 

trousers, flares and bell-bottoms. I’ve bedecked myself in “kipper” ties and 

ones that were little wider than a piece of string. But by no stretch of the 

imagination could I ever be labelled as fantoosh. But fashionable? We all 

have our opinions on that. I struggle to cope with ripped jeans and the 

ubiquitous “shirt-outside-the-trousers” style. And, as for brown shoes with 

a blue suit? Well, I ask you …  So, if you “send for me, that I may tell you 

the leading fashion”, I’ll happily suggest what’s fantoosh and what isn’t.  

In St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, we find him saying this (in the 

International Children’s Bible translation): 
 

But the Spirit gives love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  

There is no law that says these things are wrong. 
 

These things are always in fashion, says Paul. There is no law that 

governs such behaviour and attitudes. They’re not passing fads or current 

trends. They’re not fancy or showy. They’re never merely “fashionable”. 

They should be our standards and our consistency, regardless of how 

other facets of life may change around us.  

Wearing the gifts of the Spirit? That’ll be fantoosh  enough! 
 

A prayer for today 

In an ever-changing world, I thank God that Love never goes out of fashion. Amen 
  

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon    
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