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Servant 
 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant …  

enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 

Bible, Matthew 25:21 
 

Jimilu Mason (known simply as Jimilu) was born in La Cruces, New Mexico 

in 1930, and died in Ohio in 2019. She was a renowned American sculptor, 

best known for her busts of notable American figures of the 1960s, 

particularly President Lyndon B Johnson. She created her sculptures out of 

clay, with final pieces cast in bronze or chiselled in Carrara Marble. 

 When Christ House, a residential care facility for homeless men and 

women in Washington DC, was opened in 1985, a Jimilu sculpture was 

commissioned to represent the ethos of the project. The sculpture, The 

Servant Christ, depicts Jesus wearing a sweatshirt, trousers, and no shoes. 

With a straggly beard and moustache and looking into the sky, he’s 

kneeling down with his hands hovering over a bowl. The sculpture is a 

working fountain with water flowing up from the bowl into the figure's left 

hand. Here is Christ offering to wash the feet of people in the Adams 

Morgan neighbourhood, especially any in desperate need of medical care 

and shelter. The Christ House vision is “to provide comprehensive and 

compassionate health-care to sick, homeless persons … and to assist them 

in addressing critical issues to help break the cycle of homelessness.” 

Jimilu’s The Servant Christ  is a living symbol of that.  

People questioned why The Servant Christ would be displayed 

outside "where it would surely be abused". In response, Jimilu said, "There 

is very little they could do to him that hasn't already been done". 

 The work of Christ House is remarkable. But the motivation of the 

project – going back to the passions of the originators, Allen and Janelle 

Goetcheus, in the 1970s – is my inspiration. A kneeling Christ, dressed as 

a homeless man, willing to wash the feet of passers-by. The Servant Christ, 

inspiring His servants, even now, to reach out to broken and rejected 

people. Inspiration indeed! 
 

For more inspiration from Christ House, see https://christhouse.org/news-and-updates  
 

A prayer for today 

“Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to let you me by servant too.” 
Richard A M Gillard, “Brother, sister, let me serve you” 

 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon      Also available at https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com  

https://christhouse.org/news-and-updates
https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com/

