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History 
 

“Man is a history-making creature  
who can neither repeat his past nor leave it behind.” 

W H Auden, The Dyer’s Hand 
 

On the shores of Loch Oich, near Invergarry in the Scottish Highlands, sits 

the striking “Well of the Seven Heads”. I’ll not go into the gory details of 

the story, but, suffice to say, it centres around a 17th century clan dispute, 

when, out of revenge for previous killings, one clan killed seven sons from 

another, and washed their severed heads in a well before bringing them 

home as trophies. History! And a monument to a bloody tale. 

 In this part of East Lothian there are a series of “history boards”, 

information-points for locals and visitors alike, fishing, golf, swimming 

galas, harbours, Jacobite battles, coal-mining and lots more. History! 

Notable and ordinary events from past days, and not one gory story to be 

seen! Throughout our land, many things remind us of our history. Some 

events are bloody and shameful. Others are inspiring and enlightening. 

But, one way or another, they remind us where we’ve come from.  

 When the children of Israel reached the Promised Land, their leader, 

Joshua, gathered them together at Shechem (see Joshua 24). And he 

reviewed their history with them – in words and not display-boards! He 

pointed out slavery in Egypt, escaping from Pharaoh, desert wanderings, 

and now a new beginning. And through all that, God had been with them, 

the constant, guiding hand. They looked at their history, and they knew 

God had been there. And they raised up a stone, a monument at Shechem 

to remind them of that. Whatever the future held, they could look at this 

memorial stone – their display-board – and remember the day they’d 

stopped and given thanks to God. If God was with them in the past and in 

the present, why be anxious about the future journey? 

 Don’t leave God behind as you rush on. Pause at your Shechem to 

remember the goodness of God before you go forward, knowing the God 

of history, and the God of now, will have future blessings waiting for you.  
 

A prayer for today 

Today I’m at my Shechem. Today I pause and give thanks.  

Today I believe God will always be with me. Amen 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 
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