
23rd February 2021 
 

Impatience 
 

“There are two cardinal human sins from which all others derive: 
impatience and indolence.”  

Franz Kafka, Collected Aphorisms No. 3 
 

Maybe it’s being a bit more reflective through this lockdown than I usually 

am, or maybe it’s just old age, but I’m becoming more aware of my 

character faults than I used to be. And one of these is impatience.  

 I was setting up my laptop a couple of Sundays ago ready for my 

church’s on-line worship when my computer decided to give itself an 

“update”. It’s a regular occurrence, and it doesn’t normally take long. But 

I didn’t have time. I needed to get into Zoom now or else I would be late. 

Could I be patient? No! My impatience was all too apparent. I was fizzing!  

 Kafka, the Czech novelist, suggested that impatience and indolence 

were the worst of all sins. I’ll maybe reflect on indolence at another time, 

but for now, as far as impatience is concerned, Kafka might well be right. 

It’s a “sin” in my nature that I don’t like and struggle to keep under control. 

 In writing his Aphorisms, Kafka continues like this: 
 

Perhaps there is only one cardinal sin: impatience. 

Because of impatience we were driven out of Paradise; 

Because of impatience, we can never return. 
 

Impatience is high on Kafka’s list of sins! Was this from a knowledge 

of his own character or the faults he’d identified in people around him? It 

matters little. His attack on impatience is a dig at me – and much needed, 

it would appear, after my fall-out with my laptop!  

 At the beginning of Psalm 99 we read these remarkable words: 
 

The Lord is King, be the people never so impatient:  

he sitteth between the cherubims, be the earth ever so unquiet.  
 

For me, this says that impatience is OK, if it’s directed to knowing 

God better, and in worshipping the Lord as King of kings. So, if I’m 

disturbed by my impatience, perhaps I should take such “unquiet” feelings 

where they need to be – and be more impatient to be closer to my God. 
 

A prayer for today 

Lord, let me impatient to be closer to you. Is that unquiet enough? Amen 
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