
21st January 2021 
 

Eyes 
 

“For we, which now behold these present days, 
Have eyes to wonder, but lack tongues to praise.” 

Shakespeare, Sonnet 106 
 

In a recent Zoom call with minister colleagues, the name of king 

Jehoshaphat came up in conversation. And this unusual twist in our 

sharing sent us scurrying to our search-engines to find the context for the 

reference. In II Chronicles 20, we find this story. When king Jehoshaphat 

heard that three armies had combined and were coming to attack him in 

one massive force, he made a decisive move and called the people to turn 

to God in prayer. And this was the entirety of the prayer he chose: 
 

Lord, we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you. 
 

No matter what else might be achieved through his leadership and 

the response of all the people, this was the beginning and ending of 

Jehoshaphat’s position. It was a recognition that, in the face of 

overwhelming odds, and despite his confidence in his own ability to 

triumph, there was a dimension beyond himself that had to be trusted. 

There are three armies that combine to threaten us too. There’s the 

ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. There are the restrictions on us as we seek 

to suppress the spread of the virus – the closure of our churches, home-

schooling for our children, the loss of human contact. We hear news of 

new variants marshalling their legions against us. Three armies? There may 

well be more, as we struggle with the gathering forces of doubt, anger, 

fear and uncertainty. Can we learn from Jehoshaphat? The odds weren’t 

good for him, and we may feel the odds aren’t good for us either. Yet he 

stood his ground and called on the people to do the same. He was humble 

and honest. He knew he didn’t have all the answers or even clever words 

for his prayers. But he had “eyes to wonder”. Trust in his Lord was enough. 

Uncertainty, and, indeed, humility, isn’t weakness in the face of the 

armies that threaten us. Our honesty is the beginning of faith. “Lord, we 

don’t know …” is OK. For in this openness and wonder there is implicit 

trust, with our eyes always on our God for wisdom, strength and blessing.
   

A prayer for today 

Lord, I just don’t know either. So, I keep my eyes fixed on you for all I need. Amen 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 
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