
25th July 2020 
 

Cricket 
 

“Cricket – a game which the English, not being a spiritual people, have 
invented in order to give themselves some conception of eternity.” 

Lord Mancroft, Bees in Some Bonnets  
 

An Englishman on a visit to the USA was taken to a baseball match for the 

first time. Back home after his trip, he was asked by his friends to explain 

the game, to which he responded, “Baseball? Well, it’s just not cricket!” 

Now, I love baseball and know a fair bit more about it too. But, I have to 

agree with English traveller and say, it’s just not cricket! 

I’ve been steeped in the Test series between England and the West 

Indies in recent weeks – not on TV, mind, but on the legendary Test Match 

Special on Radio 5 Extra. What other game lasts for five days (Lord 

Mancroft’s “conception of eternity”) and could still have one of four results 

– a win for either side, a draw and a tie? (A drawn game different from a 

tied one? Ask the English traveller …) What sport has fielding positions like 

Silly Point, Short Leg, or Backward Square, has bowlers delivering a 

Googly, a Yorker, or Reverse Swing, and batsmen playing a Leg Glance, a 

Cover Drive, or a Ramp Ball? Oh, the quirkiness of it … 

But whatever the eccentricities of this game, and even though my 

baseball-loving American friends query a game that “stops for tea at 4 

o’clock”, enshrined in cricket is an expected code of behaviour. Down 

through the years, the sedateness and slowness, diligence and (to some) 

dullness of this amazing game, have come to stand for “doing things 

properly”, playing to the rules, being always dignified and respectful.   

So “It’s just not cricket!” has come into common parlance, and 

everyone knows what it means. Respect for each other, even in opposition, 

really matters. Don’t let’s just get caught up in a moment of selfish 

petulance or a personal desire to win at all costs. Play the game! And 

whether you’re batting, bowling, fielding, or sitting in the pavilion in the 

game of life, I hope no-one points at you, and, turning to their neighbour, 

says, “Just look how that person’s behaving! It’s just not cricket, is it?” 
 

A prayer for today 

Living God, when it’s my time walk out to bat, calm my nerves, focus my mind, clear 

my vision, and help me to play to the best of my ability. Amen 
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