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Peace 
 

“They dress the wounds of my people as though it were not serious.  
'Peace, peace,' they say, when there is no peace.” 

Bible, Jeremiah 6:14 
 

All humanity is drawn to offer comfort to those who are in distress. But if 

that comfort is no more than passive words and does not actively engage 

in the circumstances that cause such distress, then the words can be 

shallow and meaningless. The prophet Jeremiah knew that well enough.  

This retiring and diffident man endured greater tribulation than any 

other Old Testament prophet. Grief and pain tested his faith. His preaching 

began at a time of oppression for his people. And, even when things 

improved for a while, he was troubled that religious observance was no 

more than an insurance policy against a more distressing future. Belief in 

God, and the expression of it in the worshipping community, was rhetoric, 

empty of meaning. So, Jeremiah’s life became a protest against hollow 

words, shallow worship, and life that had barrenness at its core.  

All that is encapsulated in the quotation above. It’s not enough, he 

suggests, to trot out “peace, peace” as a sticking-plaster on the wounds 

of the people. Offerings of “there, there …” are not sufficient. Comforting 

words will never be enough if no action is taken to alleviate the cause of 

the distress. “They dress the wounds of the people,” Jeremiah says, “as if 

they weren’t serious, and cry ‘peace, peace’ when there is no peace.” 

In the daily prayers of the Iona Community we say, “Justice and 

peace join hands.” Proclaiming peace – even praying for peace – has little 

or no meaning unless we are committed to the cause of justice, and the 

alleviating of the injustices that cause the lack of peace. When we proclaim 

“peace, peace” where there is individual distress or corporate and national 

angst, but fail to work for justice and the alleviation of the causes of 

personal or community pain, we’ve simply got the balance all wrong. 
 

A prayer for today 

“The world belongs to God, the earth and all its people. How good and how lovely it 

is to live together in unity. Love and faith come together; justice and peace join 

hands. If Christ’s disciples keep silent, these stones will shout aloud.” (From the Iona 

Community – “An act of prayer for use when Community gathers”.) 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 

Also available at https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com     
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