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Persecution 
 

“Religious persecution may shield itself  
under the guise of mistaken and overzealous piety.”  

Edmund Burke, from a speech in 1788 
 

George MacLeod, the founder of the Iona Community, once said that the 

trouble with Christians in our country is that we don’t know what it feels 

like to be persecuted. It was George’s way of saying we’re complacent 

about our faith and our freedom to worship; we’re “soft” with mission; 

we’ve lost the urgency in sharing the Gospel. If we were given a hard time, 

perhaps we would be sharper and bolder as Christians. He may be right. 

I’ve been sworn at, mocked and pilloried for being a minister. That’s all 

grist to the mill. But I’ve only had one small glimpse of persecution.   

On a Holy Land pilgrimage, our party were queuing to enter the 

Temple Mount in the heart of Jerusalem. The “Dome of the Rock” had 

been closed off and tensions were high. The soldiers at the checkpoint 

were being heavy-handed and we’d been instructed to follow the rules. 

When my turn came, my rucksack was searched and I was waved through, 

but not before my pocket-bible had been confiscated by the Israeli 

soldiers – without any explanation. I was confused, angry and distressed. 

For the only time in my life, my religious freedom had been taken away. 

When we were leaving the Western Wall, my bible was returned. But 

those two hours without it have never left me. I felt persecuted for my 

religion for a short time. But I know that there are people, all over the 

world, Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Hindus and others, who have to 

live with persecution every moment of every day of their lives.  

When religious persecution shields itself, in Edmund Burke’s words, 

“under the guise of mistaken and overzealous piety”, everyone suffers. 

That kind of piety breeds intolerance; intolerance leads on to hate; and 

hate begets strife and war. George MacLeod is right. The trouble with 

Christians is that we don’t know what it feels like to be persecuted. And 

the danger with that is that we don’t understand the persecution other 

religious groupings have to face – all the time.  
   

A prayer for today 

If I am truly part of humanity, do I not feel the pain when others are persecuted? 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 
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https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com/

