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Understanding 
 

“Dr Donne’s verses are like the peace of God; 
they pass all understanding.” 

James VI of Scotland, as recorded by Archdeacon Plume in 1704 
 

Albert Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity is for me “like the peace of 

God”, because it, too, simply passes all understanding. I cannot for the 

life of me understand the equation. But I do understand Albert Einstein.  

 Arguably the greatest mind of the 20th Century, Albert Einstein 

irrevocably changed the direction of scientific thinking and how we 

understand the universe when his Theory of Special Relativity (that’s the 

E = mc2 one) and then his more comprehensive Theory of General 

Relativity were formulated in the early years of the last century. I watched 

a programme about Einstein on TV recently, and I have to confess that 

they lost me with the science about a third of the way through. But I was 

fascinated by the story of the man … because I could understand that! 

 Einstein’s schoolteachers were convinced he wouldn’t amount to 

much. OK, he was bright at maths and physics, but he never applied 

himself to his other subjects, skipped classes and was a bit of an unruly 

pupil. In 1885, aged 16, he took the entrance exam for the Swiss Federal 

Polytechnic School in Zürich – the second  best University in the city – 

but he failed in the general part of the exam. Albert Einstein failed!  

When he eventually came through college, he worked in the Bern Patent 

Office, as “an Assistant Examiner, Level III”. Level 3, for goodness’ sake!  

 A genius who knew about rejection; an intellectual giant with 

humble beginnings; but a man who rose above failure, started from Level 

3 and went … well … upwards, and certainly towards his full potential.  

 We all fail, but we can come back from that. We can have humble 

beginnings, but we can reach our potential too. Now, whatever else I 

don’t get about complicated science, equations and theories, that’s not 

beyond my understanding – nor yours either, I hope! 
  

A prayer for today 

Redeeming God, you understand my failures and my times of rejection. 

Build on what I am; help me to believe in myself and reach my full potential. Amen 
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