
3rd April 2020 
 

Prayers 
 

“Why [does Yohanan say that one may pray all day long]? 
Because prayer never loses its value.” 

Jerusalem Talmud, Berakhot 4:4 

 

An elderly Nun was admitted to our hospice, accompanied by two 

companions, both dressed in their Nun’s habits. These two Sisters were 

constant companions to our patient in the last days of her life, offering 

their vigil of love. And all day long they prayed, only stopping to wait for 

a procedure to be completed. The nurses said they’d never experienced 

such an atmosphere in a patient’s room before. “It’s like stepping into an 

old church,” one said. “I can only describe it as holiness.”  

 I was interested to know what prayers were being said. So I stood 

outside the door a couple of times to eavesdrop. The two Nuns were 

praying the Rosary, over, and over, and over again.  
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 

God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

 I didn’t need to ask why. There were no new liturgies that would 

suffice. They offered familiar words in a familiar form, and, in so doing, 

created an atmosphere of holiness that had filled the room, surrounded 

a patient with blessings, and touched everyone who came and went. 

 Maybe there are no new words we can find for our prayers just 

now. Perhaps oft repeated prayers are all we have – like the Rosary or 

The Lord’s Prayer. But that’s enough. “Be there and do what you can,” 

God says, “and I will do the rest ...” because prayer never loses its value.  
 

A prayer for today 

God who listens, please forgive me for repeating myself. God who understands, 

please respond as if you were hearing my prayers for the very first time. Amen  
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 
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