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Restoration 
 

“America’s present need is not heroics, but healing;  
not nostrums, but normalcy;  

not revolution, but restoration.” 
Warren G Harding, from a speech in Boston, 1920  

 

Back in 1989, I spent the summer in Washington DC on Sabbatical Leave. 

It was a much-needed period of study, reflection, self-analysis and 

restoration for me, and helped me clarify issues in my ministry and 

personal life. One evening I went to Washington Cathedral to hear the 

amazing Desmond Tutu, then Archbishop of Cape Town. This impish, 

passionate, focussed and inspiring man made an important contribution 

to my time of restoration. 

 I was delighted, therefore, to find that a chaplaincy colleague had a 

picture of Desmond Tutu in his home. But this was no ordinary piece of 

art-work. It had been commissioned by my friend for personal use and 

was created by a patient, with the help of a staff member, in the 

Recovery Room of a long-stay psychiatric hospital. And it’s made from 

hundreds and hundreds of little pieces of paper from glossy magazines.  

 Just as Desmond Tutu helped restore me, a psychiatric patient had 

taken discarded magazines and, in an act of careful and therapeutic 

restoration, had created an amazing and powerful image. And the whole 

process had helped a broken patient begin to find healing and 

restoration for his own life.  

 When Warren G Harding campaigned for the US Presidency after 

the horrors of World War I, he pleaded for healing, normalcy and 

restoration for the United States. But his words are about everyone who 

recognises the importance of restoration, personally and corporately. We 

need to be put together again, to make a new picture for ourselves and 

our society, that’s as powerful and distinctive, beautiful and inspiring, as 

the amazing Desmond Tutu.    
 

A prayer for today 

“You have made me see my troubles, many and bitter ... restore my life again;  

from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up.” [Psalm 71:20 NIV] 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 

Also available at https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com   
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