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Equality 
 

“Tom and his younger brothers as they grew up went on playing  
with the village boys without the idea of equality or inequality ...  

ever entering their heads.” 
Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown’s Schooldays 

 

Born in Tenby, Pembrokeshire, Robert Recorde entered Oxford University 

about 1525 and was elected a Fellow of All Souls in 1531. Having 

adopted medicine as a profession, he then took an MD degree at 

Cambridge. If that had been the sum-total of his life, he would have 

remained largely anonymous. But Robert Recorde’s influence is with us 

even now, without most of us ever knowing it, for, in 1557, he invented 

the “equals sign”, the mathematical symbol still used to indicate equality.  

 In any equation, such as 2+2 = 4, the “equals sign” is crucial. 

What’s on one side of the equation is the same as what’s on the other. 

Robert Recorde gave us that. There’s a tablet in his memory in St Mary’s 

Church, Tenby – and quite rightly so. I was excited when I discovered it. 

It’s the failed mathematician in me, I suppose ...  

 When someone’s come to the wrong conclusion, we say “You’re 

making two plus two equal five”. So “equals” really matters. What’s on 

one side of an equation needs to balance what’s on the other, or else the 

equation is simply wrong.  

 In Chapter 2 of Paul’s letter to the Romans there’s this little gem: 

There will be ... glory, honour and peace for everyone who does good ... 

For God does not show favouritism. In God’s eyes, what’s on one side 

equals what’s on the other. Equality is fundamental. So, if everyone is 

created equal, would it not be better if we treated each other equally?  
  

A prayer for today 

Thank you God, for creating us equally. Thank you for showing no favouritism.  

We’re so sorry when we get the equation wrong. Amen 
 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 
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