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Honesty 
 

“Princes and Lords are but the breath of kings, 
‘An honest man’s the noblest work of God.’” 

Robert Burns, The Cotter’s Saturday Night 

 

The “Don Camillo” stories by Giovanni Guareschi have been life-long 

favourites of mine. First appearing in 1948, the fictional priest is one of 

two main protagonists in a series of short stories set in the “little world” 

of rural Italy after World War II, the other main character being Peppone, 

the communist mayor of the town. The stories are a powerful testimony 

to the struggles of a man of God to do what is right. 

 What I like most is Don Camillo’s honesty. He is honest about his 

hatred of communism; honest about his own abilities and inadequacies; 

and, above all, he is honest with God. Almost every story finds Don 

Camillo kneeling before his church’s altar in prayer. There, he argues with 

God, challenges God, and, regularly, is angry with God. His times of 

devotion – reviewing the events of the day and looking for guidance as 

Peppone has to be challenged once again – are always honest. 

 Some of us today will struggle with the honesty of our anger. For 

those who pray, it’s difficult when that anger is directed at God. We may 

feel it isn’t right to bring out our anger in our prayers. Or maybe the 

anger gets in the way, and we reject the very notion of God altogether.  

 But the God that Don Camillo believes in, and the God who is with 

me now, is the God who says “Come, kneel before my altar and let me 

have it, anger and all, and I will not turn you away. Indeed, if you paused 

for a moment in your rant, you might even hear me answering back!” 
 

A prayer for today 

Welcoming God, you made me to be fully human, and you bid me come to you as I 

am. So, you’ll just have to take what I have to offer, and, for now, that’s all wrapped 

up in anger. I have to be honest. Please assure me that’s OK? Amen  

 

An original reflection by © Tom Gordon 

Also available at https://swallowsnestnet.wordpress.com   
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